In 2006 Tottenham Hale Masterplan envisaged an “enhanced Down Lane Recreation Ground” . 

It talked specifically about “improving the southern section” and said “facilities at the improved recreation ground could include new youth facilities and a new children's playground”. 

The Government  created two funds to support the delivery of infrastructure in local areas where housing development takes place;
1) Growth Area Fund: Money allocated for improvements to infrastructure supplied by the Government year on year alongside housing developments.
2) S106 Money  legislated for the developer to contract to pay to the council for improving/expanding local resources(schools, health, parks, etc) to meet increased need and so as not to disadvantage existing residents. In the case of Tottenham Hale Masterplan, 
Lea Valley Estates agreed to pay £10 million for a range of improvements around the GLS site . That includes £1.75million for educational improvements, £5million for improved social facilities and environmental improvements, and £1.77million for transport improvements around the GLS site and the Tottenham Hale interchange.  
==========================================================

In the years 2006 to early 2009 Haringey neglected to provide improvements despite promises and great opportunities.
GAF: Haringey neglected to put forward Down Lane Park for the first GAF funding in 2007 and so missed the best opportunity to get the money to fulfil the Masterplan commitment..

S106.: The developer has contracted to pay Haringey £5million for environment & social improvements. Haringey Council has not collected £2million of the £5 million owed, since April 2008 ( £1million) and April 2009 (another £1million)..

Lottery Fund: Haringey has never applied to any of the Lottery Funds to provide improvements/repairs to Down Lane Park.

In May 2009 Haringeys Cabinet allocated £86,000 from the GAF3 fund to the design of a new play area. 
A funding package planned between Recreation Officers and FDLP  soon after consisted of
£86k from GAF3 
£300k for traditional play area from S106 (Prospective) 
£80k from Playbuilder 2010 (Prospective)

August 2009

Commitment to fund £300,000+  s106 money to new play area The Senior Officer in charge of the Ashley Road development wrote to FDLP to say
“I am negotiating with Lee Valley Estates on the s106 payments and one of my aims is to secure enough money paid early that could be allocated to the Park to fund the first phase of improvements, eg. a new play area.  The officer in charge of creating the play area has given me a rough estimate of up to about £400,000 for a new play area - though part of that (£85,000 largely for the design work) can be funded from the allocated Growth Fund money
 And also to say that £1.5million  s106 in total earmarked for the park
“The Hale Village s106 includes provision for various payments including £5m. to be paid in instalments for community and environmental improvements in the Tottenham Hale area.  £3.5m. of this sum has been allocated by the Council’s Cabinet to the Gyratory works (changing it to two-way flow) but no firm decision has been made yet on the other £1.5m.  However, my understanding from discussions here is that this is notionally earmarked for the Park though I must emphasise that no formal Council decision has been taken to confirm this”
February 2010 - Playbuilder
Haringey’s Cabinet allocated £170,000 from the Playbuilder Scheme to Down Lane Park. This was larger that the £80,000 pencilled in in May 2009.
Playbuilder: Playbuilder is a government scheme set up by the Department for Children, Schools and Families that provides money  to create play areas from natural materials  such as trees, water, grass and rocks . Friends of Down Lane Park welcomed this very good news. This can create a wonderful quality play area for local children.

Link to photos of playbuilder equipment 
 http://www.haringey.gov.uk/photos_of_equipment_for_playbuilder_project.pdf
Once the decision not to build on the park is formally taken by the next Council administration , work on designing and installing a new play area will start around June/July 2010.
March 2010 -Friends of Down Lane Park –our  campaign now.
The S106 funding of park is not yet secured: 
£300,000 of S106 was earmarked in May 2009 for a new traditional modern play area to which the Playbuilder play area would be attached. We are campaigning for this money to be made available at the Cabinet meeting in June this year so that both play areas, which are already being designed together,  are built at the same time. Haringey Council can either collect the money from the developer or supply it in lieu of collection. 

We are also campaigning for the rest of the unallocated £1.5 million of the S106 Social & Environmental pot to fulfill our vision for improving the park 
This too could be agreed at the June Cabinet meeting. This could be used to enhance sports facilities , create a new cricket pitch and provide/improve other sports facilities especially in the southern end of the park. (see website www.fdlp.org.uk) for our vision.
